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Dear Supporter,
Greetings from the Association of People with Disability!
With immense pleasure, we want to share that APD received the prestigious NCPEDP- MindTree Helen Keller Award 2019 from The National Centre for
promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) for promoting equal employment opportunities for people with disabilities. APD was also
awarded with the INSPIRE AWARD 2019 for its leadership and vision by the Britt Worldwide (BWW) and Parivartan.
These accolades awards and achievement wouldn’t have been possible without your support and contributions. A heartfelt THANK YOU to all our
well-wishers from Team APD.
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Read on for glimpses of APD’s achievements the last two quarters.
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I. Snapshot of July - Dec Achievements
• Catalyst Management Services (CMS) awarded the Catalyzing Social
Impact 2019 award to APD
• APD received the NCPEDP-Mindtree Helen Keller Award 2019
• Belagavi Floods’ relief and rescue operations reach 98,000 people
• Block Inclusive Education Resource Teachers Training conducted in
5 districts
• Livelihood Foundation course was conducted at Kalburagi, Belagavi
and Gadag districts
• Government’s 5% budget allocation for disability supported with
surveys, assessments and distribution of mobility aids in Koppal,
Kalburagi and Bidar districts
• Medical kits were distributed to people with Spinal Cord Injury at
Yadagiri, Koppal and Haveri districts
• Annual Report Card on the functional independence of children with
special needs was given to students of Shradhanjali Integrated School
(SIS)

• Rehabilitation Clinic was launched at Jeevan Bhima Nagar, Bangalore
• Early Intervention and Inclusive Education School was launched at
Anand Ashram campus in Kolar district
• Financial review was conducted for the Deaf Child Worldwide project
• Audit was conducted of Tech Mahindra and Titan projects
• Community Mental Health Project started at Kalburagi
• Rural Employment Led training was launched in Belagavi division
• Social Rehabilitation Center was inaugurated in Ranebennur
• Certificate Course in Care Giving (CCCG) students of APD’s Institute
of Disability Research and Rehabilitation (IDRR) scored over 70% in the
Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI)-conducted exams
• APD is accredited as the State Level Resource Group to implement the
Central Govt.’s National Trust Act by replicating APD’s model of Early
Intervention projects across the state

II. Think Global Act Local

APD and KARBAAZ jointly organized Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation Day, observed on 5th Sep 2019 at Kanteerava Stadium, Bangalore

Various special days were commemorated at APD including World Youth Skills Day, Teachers Day, World Deaf Day, World
Mental Health Day, World Spinal Cord Injury Day and Independence Day across Bangalore, Belagavi and Kalburagi divisions.

Speech & hearing impaired children perform at the Independence Day celebrations, Vijayapura

A Harley Davidson bike ride from Bangalore to Anand
Ashrama created awareness about disability & inclusion

Celebrations at APD’s Lingarajapuram campus with staffs
and CWSNs of Sradhanjali children

Vijayapura witnessed an unique event during the Independence Day celebrations when 50 speech and hearing impaired
children of APD’s (Model & Build Operate Transfer) schools sung the national anthem in sign language. The children,
from Muddbihal taluk of Bagalkot district, also depicted episodes of the freedom struggle. The Deputy Commissioner, Y.S.
Patil, and the audience stood mute, deeply moved by the children’s national pride. It was a proud moment for APD’s team
that had been training the children in Sign Language for 3 months.
Twenty-four trainees of the Foundation Course cleaned up the streets at Bukkaraysamudram, Anathpuram on account
of Gandhi Jayanthi.

Distribution of motorised three wheelers in Vijayapura

Medical Kits distributed in Haveri district

Rehabilitation service recipients pace themselves at Kanteerava Stadium on World Spinal Cord Injury Day

In past two quarters, APD delivered 78 orders of mobility aids, 1017 appliances and 197 wheelchairs. Three persons with
spinal cord injury received medical kits from Haveri district’s Government Hospital. Another 48 persons received motorized
three wheelers in Vijayapura, under the Govt’s 5% budget allocation. This was the direct result of APD’s advocacy efforts
with various government departments. In the surveys and assessment camps held in Koppal, Kalaburagi and Bidar districts,
3,000 persons were found to be eligible for government schemes on social security, wage and self-employment, as laid
down under the RPD Act 2016.
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Placements for Livelihood/Vocational trainees

The Employment Led Training programme was completed by 571 trainees. Their placement process is going on.
Employers include Reliance Trends; Hotel Annapoorneshwari in Belagavi; Mitti Café; Reliance Fresh; Cognizant; Vishal Mega
Mart, Vijayapura; IBM, Domlur and Brigade Hospitality, Bangalore.

Three classrooms and an IT Lab were inaugurated at
the N S Hema Horticulture centre by senior delegates
from Collins Aerospace. The event was attended by 20
delegates from Collins as well as 150 trainees.
Heads from 20 NGOs participated in APD’s
collaboration event in Haveri with the District Disable
Welfare Officer, Mr Mallikarjuna Mata, to discuss the
importance of livelihood for youth with disability and
improving the employer network.

Senior executives from Collins Aerospace inaugurate the
lab and classrooms

Over 150 trainees took part in the Graduation ceremony
at the N S Hema Horticulture centre where 92 trainees
from Retail, Hospitality, Fitter, Mechanical, Electronic
Mechanical and Horticulture received completion
certificates.

Graduation ceremony at N S Hema Horticulture Centre

As part of the School Exchange Programme – an initiative between APD, India and Scottish schools – four APD staff visited
the British Council, St. Ambrose School and St. Columbia’s High School for exposure and shared learning. The APD
team interacted with Mr. Gerald Mclaughlin, NLC, Head of Education, Scottish Government and talked about APD’s work.
The team also visited Rosslyn School, one of the best special schools and learnt the best practices implemented in this
school. Read more.

APD team interacts with students of St. Ambrose School, Scotland

APD launched massive rescue and relief efforts during the Belagavi floods, reaching out to over 98,000 people living in
151 relief camps in 183 villages. APD staff donated a day’s salary as their contribution.

Relief Efforts at Belagavi

In a first, an Annual Report Card, developed by
therapists, was given to children with special needs at SIS
for parents to track their ward’s improvement in functional
independence.

Parents and therapists discussing the Annual Report Card

The Inclusive Education team at Davanagere organised a programme around pottery in one of the model schools for
children with special needs to interact with peer groups along with parents and school teachers.
A training programme was inaugurated for parents of children with special needs studying in BVVS School, Bagalkot.

Pottery programme, Vijayapura

Training programme launched at BVVS, Bagalkot

APD released a report on the Exit Evaluation of Davangere District and Ecosystem Preparedness. The study highlighted
APD’s contribution and impact in the implementation of the District Disability Development Programme (DDDP),
Davangere district, for 2011-2018. APD’s advocacy efforts resulted in the appointment of Village Rehabilitation Workers
(VRWs) and Multipurpose Rehabilitation Workers (MRWs) to support persons with disability, enabling access to
government schemes at Gram Panchayat, implementation of Community/ District Mental Health Programme and the
provision of scholarship benefits for children with special needs in schools.

Social Rehab Centre inauguration, Ranebennur

A Social Rehabilitation Centre was inaugurated in
December at Om Hospital, Ranebennur in partnership with
the Navjyothi Institute for Self Help and Rural Development
(NISHARD) NGO in the presence of 200 people; including
Sri Sri Sri Prakashanandaji Swamiji Maharaj of Ramakrishna
Ashrama; Mrs Rukmini Sawkar, President, and orthopedic
surgeon Dr Manoj Sawkar, Secretary, of NISHARD & Om
Group. The center will offer therapy services, counseling,
medical and surgical services. Service recipients will also have
access to mobility aids and inputs on home level accessibility
and government facilities.

Your Support Changes Lives
Kallava - 26 years old, SSLC passed, speech & hearing impaired since birth, second
eldest among 11 siblings, with parents engaged in agricultural labour at Bedvatti
village, Koppal district - worked as a wage labourer for 100 a day. Three years back, a
corrective surgery removed the additional growth in her tongue, allowing her to finally
speak. She joined APD’s vocational course on retail training after attending the
Foundation Course organised by Samarthya, APD’s partner organisation. She then
received on-the-job training at Star Bazaar, cleared an interview at Vishal Mega Mart
and got employed as an Associate at its Bommanahalli outlet in Bengaluru. Kallava is
very happy with the change of her fortune. She hopes to uplift her family’s economic
status and is proud of her hard-earned achievements. She attributes her success to
APD’s livelihood training and placement team.
A story of determination and unlimited talent

Rohit’s pic while writing

Kallava’s Picture

Rohit, born without fingers, in Shiroor village, Bagalkot, also has a locomotor
disability. However, he harboured a passion for writing which he accomplished and
demonstrated at a summer camp organised by BIRDS, APD’s partner organisation.
Mareshappa, an Inclusive Education staff from APD’s Kalburagi division was
impressed over by Rohit’s skill and tenacity. While attending another summer camp
(organised by Ashadeepa) in Illkal Taluk, he shared Rohit’s story with Lakshmi,
a calligraphy expert conducting a session there. Lakshmi’s interest led to Rohit
receiving a 12-day free training in calligraphy, with access to all logistic facilities.
Rohit’s dream was further nurtured by Vijaya Seva Sanstha, BIRDS and Ashadeepa.
Media was soon in line to interview Rohit and his calligraphy skills were displayed on
Kannada TV channels. Rohit is an inspiration to thousands of differently abled
children in Karnataka, and anyone who has a dream that seems impossible.

Donate
Bank Transfer, Cheque or Online
(Click on below link to donate)
https://payments.vpaynow.com/pay?id=sPgYxH4I
A/C Name: The Association of People with Disability
A/C No.: 50100234398650
Bank: HDFC Bank Ltd
IFSC Code: HDFC0000714
Email: accounts@apd-india.org
Post cheque to Jawahar Ramanathan Director, Finance (95133 20556) at the APD address
under Visit/Connect/Volunteer.

Visit / Connect / Volunteer
The Association of People with Disability
6th Cross, Hutchins Road, Off Hennur Road,
Lingarajapuram, St. Thomas Town Post, Bangalore
Karnataka 560084
Website: www.apd-india.org
Phone: +91 80 25175165
Email: contact@apd-india.org

