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Highlights of the quarter

APD completes 60 years • 81 trainees receive completion certificates • Employers Meet with Belagavi Hotel
Owner Association • Donors Meet held on June 21 • NTT Data collaboration to distribute 32 wheelchairs and
15 mobility aids • 63 SIS children visit Nehru Planetarium • Medical self-care kits distributed to 24 persons with
spinal cord injury (sponsored by ARCADIS) • Green Week celebrated at APD Horticulture Centre at Jeevan Bhima
Nagar • Google India Volunteers at APD on World Environment Day • APD trains parents through partners •
State level workshop for MNREGA nodal officers • One day workshop for ULB officers in Belagavi • 66 APD staff
attend the Second Indian Congress for Persons with Disabilities • New Early Intervention centre opens in Gadag
• 130 participants from APD at TCS World 10K Run

APD completes 60 years

From a small workshop in N S Hema’s home garage to a 318 member strong organisation with 6 campuses and
a presence in 14 districts of Karnataka. From reaching a few 100s to 500,000+ people with disability – that’s
APD’s journey of 60 years.
The years have been fraught with highs and lows, joys and sorrows but the vision has never wavered. As the
current custodians of this prestigious organisation, it is our privilege and honour to take the dream of APD’s
founders to fruition.
The theme for the 60-year celebrations was “Nurturing Abilities, Positivity and Diversity.” The milestone,
celebrated on May 22, 2019 at Lingarajapuram, kicked off a 5-month run of celebrations across APD centres. The
chief guest, Karnataka Govt. Additional Commissioner, BBMP, Mr Randeep Singh, felicitated APD on its work,
unveiled the 60-year APD logo and inaugurated the nursery at the Lingarajapuram headquarters. READ MORE.
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Eighty one trainees received completion certificates for courses such as Retail
Sales, Domestic BPO, Horticulture and Electronic Mechanic on June 21, 2019. Our
esteemed donors including UTC, Tech Mahindra and partner Give India graced the
event with their presence. The chief guests, Ms Pratibha from Titan and Mr Raja
from TMF, shared inspiring words with the trainees and their parents.

3804
people sensitized

APD CHAMP

Sudha, Assistant
Technician, AAT, APD

Graduation Day, Retail Sales trainees
An Employers Meet was conducted with the Belagavi Hotel Owner Association on
April 10, 2019. APD oriented the participants on the RPD Act and potential
employment opportunities for persons with disability in the sector. Some new
hotel owners showed interest in the collaboration.
International Yoga Day was celebrated in Lingarajapuram, Rural Development
Trust and Tavaragera locations. The concept of yoga and its benefits was shared
with 125 trainees from the Livelihood courses.

Sudha was loved and
protected by her parents in
her childhood. As she grew
older, APD encouraged her
to focus on her abilities.
With the help of APD
staff and assistive devices,
she became an Assistant
Technician at the Orthotics
workshop. She builds
devices to help other
people with disabilities.
Her Mantra: Take advantage
of opportunities. Be kind.
Watch her share her story

International Yoga Day at Lingarajapuram
A Donors Meet was called to commemorate APD’s donors on June 21, 2019. Many
thanks to TITAN, Collins Aerospace, NTT Data and Selco Foundation for attending.

Sudha was
recognised for
her outstanding
achievements
(physically challenged
woman category) by The
Foundation for Art and
Culture for Deaf,
Karnataka.

The history of APD was recounted by Ms Christy Abraham, CEO, APD. Mr Jacob Kurian, Hon. Secretary, APD,
talked about unique engagement opportunities and experiences with donors.
An evaluation report on “Accessibility” was shared by Dr Reuban and Ms Rashmi from the Assistive & Adaptive
Technology and Policy Advocacy teams.

The book “Nanna Bhashe 3” was also launched. This is an activity-oriented book
for children with speech and hearing impairment to learn Kannada.

Faizan

Dr Senthil, Director, Technical introduced APD’s 60th signature programs - The
Institute of Disability, Rehabilitation and Research and Elderly Rehabilitation.
APD honoured the donors and concluded the event with an APD pledge.
Google India volunteers spent the World Environment Day at the APD Horticulture
Centre at Jeevan Bhima Nagar. They ploughed, prepared beds and laboured on to
sow organic tomatoes and chillies. They also helped the APD team re-pot
Sansevieria for a corporate delivery. Many thanks to the willing hands and hearts.

When Faizan came to SIS,
he showed all the typical
signs of Global
Developmental Delay.
After a few months of
therapy, encouragement
of teachers and therapists,
and the efforts of his
parents, Faizan is
progressing beautifully.

Google volunteers at APD Horticulture Centre, J B Nagar
APD collaborated with NTT DATA to distribute 32 wheelchairs and 15 mobility aids
to service recipients from districts of Karnataka as part of the Assistive Products
Give Away Program (AP-GAP). The event was inaugurated by Neeraj Jaitley, SVP,
Global Delivery, Enterprise Tools and Automation and Ankur Dasgupta, Vice
President, India/APJ Marketing & Communications, NTT Data.
One service recipient who suffered a spinal cord injury while working in Kuwait was
offered livelihood support by the company’s CSR team.
A few service recipients, experienced in wheelchair usage, exhibited their mastery
of the device that has given them freedom of movement. Thank you, NTT DATA,
for your support.

Mobility aids distribution with NTT Data

He shows great creativity
and keenness in stories,
games, singing and dance.
He can recognise and
express common emotions
such as sadness, joy and
anger.
Faizan’s parents are
delighted at the many
small improvements that
have made a huge
difference to their family.
With the support of his
teachers, Faizan will soon
overcome the difficulties
he faces in reading and
writing.

A 1-day Summer Camp was
organised for 12 children
of Shradhanjali Integrated
School (SIS) by Srushti
Montessori House of
Children and Sahayog at
Balabhavan, Cubbon Park.
The children tried their hands
at pottery, clay modelling,
photography, painting,
singing and dancing.

A visit to the Nehru Planetarium
left 63 SIS school kids starry-eyed
with wonder. Watching the night
stars through the special projector
and learning about space was a fun
and educational exercise.

SIS children’s visit to the Nehru Planetarium

A 3-day training program was
conducted for 15 SIS teachers. Mrs
Vanitha Choudhary discussed
emotional skills and methods of
teaching. Ms Sherly Jacob talked
about classroom management and

communication skills. And Ms Sheela Patrick focused on personality development and self-esteem.
Two SIS teachers received training on “Learn with Art” at the Museum of Art & Photography Education Centre.
This skill will help the teachers improve the thinking ability of students and trigger their creativity.
Medical self-care kits sponsored
by ARCADIS were distributed to
24 persons with spinal cord injury
(SCI) at APD. The kits improve the
hygiene and self-care capabilities
of persons with SCI, preventing
secondary complications. Many
thanks to Mr Martyn Owen,
Director, Global Design and the
volunteers led by Ms Soumya from
ARCADIS for being part of this
program.
Medical kit distribution with ARCADIS
Six people with SCI in Harihar also received medical kits from the government from the Taluk Health Hospital.
A 5-day Therapy Camp was attended by 12 people with SCI and 18 caregivers in Shimogga district. The goal was
to encourage socialisation, take measurements for mobility aids, assess the injury, provide therapy, conduct
medical tests and ultrasound checks, and create individualised follow up plans.
Nurturing the Green Week, an event at the APD Horticulture Centre at Jeevan Bhima Nagar, was
inaugurated by Mr Vijay Nishant, the well-known “tree doctor” of Bangalore by planting a tree. The event,
conducted from June 14-18, 2019 saw a footfall of 1459 people that included 310 children from 5 schools such as
National Public School, The Green Pocket School, Cauvery School and Holy Shepherd School; 20 volunteers from
Google; 38 trainees from APD’s Livelihood program and a few service recipients with SCI.
Painting and quiz competitions were held on the theme of nurturing the environment. The sale of plants and
organic products raised 1.56 lakhs. The event was hugely appreciated by the visitors and schools.

Mr Vijay Nishant, “Tree Doctor” and APD Treasurer,
Mr Atul Vora plant a tree

Children from Holy Shepherd School during
Nurturing the Green Week

APD’s programmes reach people in the remotest rural districts through partners. During April to June 2019, APD
conducted 4-day trainings in various location for parents of children with special needs. In the trainings, parents
learned how to position and feed their children, make toys with local resources and share information with each
other. They were also educated on available government facilities for their children.
Table: Locations and people reached through partners
S. No.

Partner

Location

Participants

1.

Ashadeepa

Ilkal

54

2.

Roshni

Hangal

65

3.

Birds

Bagalkot

39

4.

B D Tatti

Gadag

55

5.

Samarthya

Koppal

104

6.

Spoorthy

Chennagiri

50

7.

KAIV

Devarahipparagi

60

Parent learning to position and
feed her child correctly

A state level workshop on the RPD Act 2016 was conducted for Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MNREGA) nodal officers on June 20, 2019 to ensure livelihood opportunities for persons with disability in
Karnataka. Nearly 15 Government Nodal officers (Deputy Secretaries) from various districts participated. They
highlighted the challenges, offered solutions, and discussed steps to strengthen the implementation of the RPD
Act.

State level workshop for MNREGA nodal officers
The Directorate of Municipal Administration (DMA) of Karnataka and APD organised a 1-day workshop in
Belagavi on the role and responsibilities of Urban Local Body (ULB) officials in the implementation of the RPD
Act 2016.
Mr Manjunath from DMA spoke about the underutilisation (33%) of the funds allocated for persons with
disability in 2017-18. Dr H B Budeppa, Additional Deputy Collector, Belagavi, stated that officers are responsible
for providing facilities with commitment and honesty within timelines to economically empower persons with
disability.
The workshop helped APD network with 95 ULBs to conduct survey and assessments. The district
administration assured they will take the learning to extend the programmes in Rural Development in
Panchayat Raj Institutions (RDPRI).

Workshop for ULB officials in Belagavi
Sixty-six employees of APD attended the 3-day Second Indian Congress for Persons with Disabilities in
Bangalore. The Congress is a civil society initiative supported by the government, citizens and the business
community that aims to change society’s attitudes towards people with disabilities and therefore to improve
the quality of their lives. The event was an eye-opener for many, leaving them with beautiful memories and
rejuvenated aspirations. READ MORE.

WITHIN APD
An induction training was conducted from May 15-17, 2019 for 20 new staff on the organization
structure, POSH, CPP, policies, APD programs, it’s vision, mission and values.
The half yearly Service Award Function was conducted on June 22, 2019 and attended by 200 staff.
The monthly awareness programs on Shepherd Card and Rain Water Harvesting, conducted on April 25
and June 20, 2019, were attended by 25 staff.

A new Early Intervention centre was opened with a partner BDT Laxmeshwara in Gadag district. Over 277
children with developmental delays are supported here.
Savitha, from the Physiotherapy unit, was awarded for a paper presented at the International Physiotherapy
Conference: Expanding Domains of Physiotherapy at Lovely Professional University, Punjab.

Savitha at the International Physiotherapy Conference

One hundred and thirty persons from APD participated in the TCS 10K World Run in different categories. They
were joined by volunteers including a few from Symphony and Accenture. It was a fun-filled day that gave our
service recipients and staff a chance to show their mettle.

APD at TCS World 10K Run 2019

Parents of 70 children in the Early Intervention
program were taken along on an exposure visit to
Cubbon Park. Children and their parents had a good
time bonding, learning and just having fun.

Children and parents having fun at Cubbon Park

A 2-day training was conducted for 15 staff of the NGO
Navajeevana Bellary under APD’s Institute of
Disability, Rehabilitation and Research (IDRR).

IDRR Workshop for staff of Navajeevana Bellary
Donate
Bank Transfer, Cheque or Online
A/C Name: The Association of People with
Disability
A/C No.: 50100234398650
Bank: HDFC Bank Ltd
IFSC Code: HDFC0000714
Email: accounts@apd-india.org
Post cheque to Jawahar Ramanathan Director, Finance (95133 20556) at the APD
address under Visit/Connect.

Volunteer
Contact Shanigar
Email: shanigar@apd-india.org

Visit/Connect
The Association of People with
Disability
6th Cross, Hutchins Road
Off Hennur Road, Lingarajapuram
St. Thomas Town Post, Bangalore
Karnataka 560084
Website: www.apd-india.org
Phone: +91 80 25175165
Email: contact@apd-india.org

